CHAPTER I

the lowlying region about Ramagiri as covered by nicula reeds.1 N
identified2 with the low range of hills in the kingdom of Bhopal that lies near
Bhilsa as far as Bhojapur. But this identification seems to be incorrect. It is
probably the ancient name of the Udayagiri hill. This hill lies in the State of
Gwalior and contains some caves with inscriptions and sculptures of the Gupta
age. Kalidasa mentions the caves as sildvesma in the MegbadSta, v, 25. Mahendra
is the whole range of hills extending from Orissa to the district of Madura
and was known by the name of Mahendra-parvata. It included the Eastern
Ghats and the range extending from the Northern Circars to Gondwana,3 part
of which near Ganjam is still called Mahendra Malae or the hills of Mahendra,
This portion alone has been referred to by Kalidasa as he locates it in Kalinga4.
The ILaghuvamsa places it ir> Kalinga.5 The name is principally applied to
the range of hills separating Ganjam from the valley of the Mahanadl. It is
one of the seven principal mountain chains (Kulaparvatas) of India.6 Kalidasa
styles the king of Kalinga as the "Lord of Mahendra,7" and Kalinga was not
limited to the country about Ganjam but extended down to the Godavarl. South
of the Mahendra mountain and along the sea-shore the entire strip of land was
covered with rows of forests of fruit bearing puga trees.8 R&savan, one of the
Kulaparvatas? has been identified with the mountains of Gondwana.30 But
more properly it should be identified with the Satpura mountain as Aja had to
cross it on his way to Kundinapura. According to Prof, Jayachandra Vidya-
lankara it "lies stretched to the south of the Vindhya proper and Pariyatra and
all the rivers from the Tapti and Venaganga to the Vaitaram in Orissa wash its
foot. (Vdju Purdna. Prathama Khanda, 45, 97-103; Visnu Parana, Dvitiya
Khanda, 3. 10-11; Mdrkandeya Purdna, 57, 19-25. In these references there is
much difficulty occasioned by the difference of texts: the text of the Vayu is more
extensive and correct, that of the Visnu briefer. But in the Vdyii, Karma and
Vardha Purdnas the eastern part of this range is named as R&fa and the western
one as Vindhya, whereas the Visnu has a text reading just the opposite and the
Mdrkandeya Purdna gives Skand'ha as the name of the eastern part and Vindhya
as that of the southern. In truth, the text of the Visnu Purdna is correct because
'BindhachaF is still near Mirzapur and Rfesa has been given the name of the
southern range in the NalopdkJjydna^J' "In the northern patt of this double
mountain range are situated the Pariyatra in the west and Vindhya proper in
the east, while the entire southern part is the FL&sa which is separated from the
Pariyatra by the valley of the Nartnada and from the Vindhya proper by that of
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